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CONVOCATION
MONdAY,

AUGUST

22, 1 994

10:00 AM

I.

Opening Selections - Jonathan Besancon

II.

Executive Director's welcome:
Good morning.
Would you please join me in thanking Mr. Besanscon
once again for his superb performance.
Thank you Jonathan.
A very special good morning to each of you, and on
behalf of the Board of Trustees, I want to welcome
each of you to the official beginning of the 1994-1995
academic year.
I also want to especially welcome our juniors and
seniors. It is wonderful to see you all again; and I
extend a special greeting to our 231 new' students,
the Class of 1997.
We are delighted you have accepted our invitation to
join the IMSA community and your new home.
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As Sophomores, you no doubt feel a little homesick, a
little lost, and perhaps, a little anxious-or maybe a
lot anxious-if you do, just think about your parents!
But you need to look around you at the other 600
faces that are here today to support and help you.
So please, don't feel bashful about asking anyone of
us for what you need.
[CLASS STAND]

At this time, I would like the class of 1997 to please
stand so we might officially welcome them to our
community.
This is the eighth time the Academy has assembled
for a Convocation, and it is a most special time.
A Convocation represents a coming together; a formal'
calling of our community, and a time for reflection and
celebration.
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We begin our year together in this way to publicly
affirm our commitment to learning, scholarship, and
community, and to celebrate the connections and
bonds we share.
I must tell you that I come to this Convocation today
with a renewed sense of pride in our community,
especially our students, and a renewed sense of
gratitude for our desire to be an authentic learning
community.
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As you know, last year we did not have a Convocation.
because I felt the ceremony had lost its meaning and
significance to us as a community.
Perhaps it is true that the importance of something is
only recognized in its loss; but immediately following
the start of the last school year, the Student Council
asked me to reconsider the cancellation of
Convocation, because they said that it was indeed,
meaningful to students to begin the year in this way.
As a result, I convened a Convocation Task Force and
asked Eric McLaren to Chair it; he was kind enough to
do so.
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Members of the Convocation Task Force included
students, faculty, resident counselors, support
leadership staff, and administration.
Following many conversations within the communi.ty,
the Task Force presented several recommendations,
all of which you see in our ceremony this morning.
They recommended that the entire IMSA community
participate, and therefore, that we no longer go to
Fermilab, so we could all be together.
They recommended that an IMSA graduate be the
speaker; that the formal nature of the ceremony be
maintained, and that we have either a community
luncheon or reception.
I want to thank the Convocation Task Force and Mr.
McLaren for their thoughtful deliberation, and I also
want to thank those who planned this ceremony today.
Would the entire Convocation Task Force, plus Chris
Morkin, Connie Hatcher, and Jerre Henricksen please
stand so we may show our appreciation.
[INTRODUCE DR. GREGG SINNER]
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It is now a distinct pleasure for me to introduce
IMSA's new principal, Dr. Gregg Sinner.
Many of you had the opportunity to welcome Dr. Sinner
and his wife, Allison, last spring, but he officially
began his work at IMSA in June.
Dr. Sinner has a Bachelor of Science degree in
pharmacy from the University of Minnesota, a Masters
degree in educational administration from Antioch,
and a Ph.D. in molecular biology from Dartmouth.
He has been in public education for almost thirty
years as a science teacher and an administrator, and
his last administrative position before coming to
IMSA was as the principal of the New Challenge School
in Port Charlotte, Florida.
Dr. Sinner's credentials and experience are
impressive.

But most important, he brings to IMSA an

advocacy of students, a commitment to faculty and
staff and a desire to move us forward in our mission of
transformation. He has come as a learner and he has
come in service.
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It is my sincere pleasure to introduce to you , IMSA's
new Principal, Dr. Gregg Sinner.
[GREGG SPEAKS]

Thank you, Gregg.
[INTRODUCE STUDENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT, JESSICA
DROSTE]
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It is now a real delight to introduce Jessica Droste,
(Dros-tee) our Student Council President.

Jessica is

from Dow, Illinois.
Jessica and I, and the other Council Officers, had
several conversations before the end of last year and
over the summer about the work of the Council, and Dr.
Sinner and I are impressed by her leadership and the
leadership of the other officers.
We believe we are in for a very special year under her
stewardship.
[JESSICA SPEAKS]

Thank you, Jessica.
[MUSICAL SELECTION]
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And now, would you please join me in welcoming, once
again, Mr. Jonathan Besancon, who will play
Rachmaninoff's "Etude-Tableau" in E Flat Minor.
[JONATHAN PLAYS]

Jonathan, on behalf of all of us at the Academy, we
thank you for your gift of music; you have enriched us
all and made this a very special Convocation.
[PRESENT FLOWERS]
[INTRODUCE TERRI WILLARD]

And now, it is a delight to introduce our keynote
speaker.
IV.

The recommendation of the Convocation Task Force to
have an IMSA graduate as the Convocation speaker
was a wonderful idea. And when we talked about who
we would love to have, if she were in the country,
Terri Willard, a member of our Charter Class, was our
first and unanimous choice.
Terri's impressive vita is described in the program;
but more than her achievements is her untiring
commitment to the service of others.
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Terri has made us proud, and we are honored and
privileged to have her with us as our first alumni
Convocation speaker, before she leaves for Oxford.
Would you please join me in giving her a most warm
welcome!
[KEYNOTE ADDRESS]

Thank you, Terri.

V.

We are very grateful for your contributions to our
Convocation. We are proud of what you are becoming
and we wish you Godspeed in all your endeavors.

VI.

As I thought about what the beginning of our year
represents to us as a community, I was reminded of a 
story about the great Renaissance artist
Michelangelo, a famous statue, and a boy named
Giovanni.
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Every day after school, Giovanni would rush to
Michelangelo's studio to watch the famous sculptor
chip away at a 14-foot high block of marble.
Week after week, the boy came and watched as the
magnificent form of David began to take shape.
Finally, it was done. The boy was absolutely amazed
by the transformation of a piece of stone into the
beautiful David, and, in all innocence, he said to
Michelangelo, "How did you know he was in there?"
Within each of us there are many, many unknown and
undiscovered gifts and talents, just waiting to be
released and to take shape.
We are fortunate that we are here in a community that
recognizes them, even when we do not, and says to
each of us lovingly and patiently-we know they are in
there and we will help you bring them forth so that
you may see them, too.
I am uplifted by the positive energy, the sense of
optimism, and the amount of good will I feel in the
Academy this year; it feels different and more
accepting than it has in the past few years.
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Let us build on this sensh of community; we need to
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get through some hard spots yet, but then let us come
together in the spirit of stewardship and service, by
remembering three simple rules:
-Take care of yourself;
-Take care of each other, and
-Take care of this remarkable place.
My very best wishes for a year of continued growth
and new learning; for a year of new friendships and
relationships, and for a year of reflection and
celebration-reflecting on the gifts we have been
given and celebrating the wonderful opportunities we
share.
This concludes our Convocation and marks the
beginning of our 1994-1995 academic year.
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